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guaranies agelne. All the people in this contre be idolatras,
for some beleveth in the devill whom thei call barti arnian, and
upon other fantasies and visions1 that thei have scene. Thei
have no maner of scripture among them, thei wold lightlie
come to the faith of Christ if thei were well enstmcted, but it
wold be hard to make them leve ther bestlie living, for thei be
so carnallie set. Ther housen and living is after the maner of the
indies of santa catarina aforseid.
Along the river of parana is a goodlie plaine contreie, and
goodlie woodes of divers kyndes of trees that be alwais grene
wynter and somer. Ther be many wylde beastes and a straunge
facion of shepe, oystriges, and red dere, wchthe indies do hiinte
by divers waies, but not with dogges for ther be none in the
contreie but certain mastifes that we brought with us out of
spayne. One maner of ther huntyng is this. They wil go
togither iij or iiij hundred indies wheras thei se thes beastes
fol. 8Sr    feding in the playn, and wil go betwen them and the moun-
taiaes and compasse them about saving one waie toward the
river, and then ever}7 man. setteth fire in the drie gras and when
Huntyng thes bestes se the fier and smoke behinde them thei leve the
Indies    covert and renne toward the ryver, and the indies folowe them
til thei come almost to the rivers side and then thei presse upon
them with ther bowes and arowes and force them to take the
water, for backe ageyne thei shal have moche adoo to skape,
and when thei be in the water ther be indies redy with ther
canoos, and so chase them up and downe in the river and kyll
them w* ther bowes and arowes.
THIS river of parana is a marvelous goodlie rever and a grete,
for of iij hundreth leges and above that we went up in it2, the
narowest place from one shore to an other was above ij or iij
leges brede3. This river is full of goodlie ilondes and plesant,
1 The reference is to the sopth-sayers or witch doctors.
- The journey up the river itself was 60+ 180 + 36 = 276 leagues.
3 The estimate of the breadth of the river, 6 to 9 miles, must be
understood of the whole network of greater and smaller channels,
with the islands which they enclose. Contemporary maps give the
islands little prominence, and indicate an enormously wide river, as
it would appear in the flood season.